Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

November 17, 2023

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

We write to request that you be the first to posthumously award the Presidential Medal of
Freedom collectively to the American enslaved who — under dire circumstances — played a
fundamental role in building the economic foundation of our nation. This would grant them a
dignity, respect, and recognition from our government they deserve but have not yet received.

As a country, we pride ourselves on the strength of the United States’ economy. We celebrate its
vitality and ability to bounce back from hard times. We acknowledge and respect the leaders,
innovators, and hard-working families who have contributed to our economic resilience.
However, we have not recognized the fact that the genesis of this economic prosperity is rooted
in America’s painful history of slavery. The lives of enslaved individuals built the foundation of
our nation’s economic infrastructure:' they planted and harvested the crops that fueled trade;’
they constructed buildings and roads that formed the cornerstones of our growing nation;® and
they laid the groundwork to industries such as cotton and tobacco which catapulted the U.S. to
the forefront of the global economy.* Their sacrifices and suffering were central to our rise as an
economic power.

While we can never undo the inhumane practices of our nation’s history, we can take steps
toward recognition and reconciliation. By posthumously awarding the Presidential Medal of
Freedom to enslaved people, we would acknowledge their critical role in our history and begin to
give them long-overdue credit for their contributions to this country’s growth and prosperity.

We are grateful for the work your Administration has already undertaken to acknowledged this
painful part of our country’s history. On August 20 last year, you released a Statement marking
Slavery Remembrance Day.’ In your statement you noted that “[g]reat nations don’t hide from
their history. They acknowledge their past, both the triumphs and the tragedies. Today is a day to
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reflect on the terrible toll of slavery, and on our nation’s profound ability to heal and emerge
stronger.” Issuing these posthumous medals would be another important step towards healing our
nation.

There is precedent for awarding this honor to a group rather than an individual. For example, the
Apollo 13 Mission Operations Team was honored with the medal, recognizing the collective
efforts and accomplishments of the entire group.® Additionally, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom has been awarded posthumously over 50 times, demonstrating our commitment to
honor the contribution of individuals after their passing.’

To award the American enslaved people would not only recognize their formative impact on the
development of our country but also signal a stronger commitment to truth, reconciliation, and
social justice. This recognition could serve as a profound representation of our determination to
confront our past and strive for a more equitable future.

This request would help bring justice to our nation’s foundational mothers and fathers. We are
convinced this would have deep resonance and could help our nation further navigate the path

towards healing and unity.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
e %W
Al Green Elizhbeth Warren
Member of Congress United States Senator
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